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supply. As a result they are wild torrents in the winter and dry,
hollow roads in the summer, and as they have got to break their
way through a mountain ridge ere they reach die sea (with the
exception of the rivers in Natal, which therefore is the richest of
the different countries that now make up the Union of South
Africa) they are of no possible use as roads of commerce to the
interior.
In order therefore that the hinterland might have access to the
sea, a number of railways have been constructed. Before the war
the most important of these was the one between Pretoria and
Lourengo Marques on Delagoa Bay in Portuguese East Africa.
Since the War the roads to Swakopmund and Liideritz ,jn the
former territory of German South-west Africa (now a mandate of
the Union) have been finished; and northward one can now go
by rail as far as Lake Tanganyika and then, after having crossed
the lake by boat, one can take another train from there for
the island of Zanzibar. A regular race in railway development is
taking place both here and in Central Africa.
In order to get thus far north the traveller is obliged to spend an
uncomfortable day crossing the Kalahari desert, but once this has
been left behind he enters into the hilly territory of Rhodesia, so
called after Cecil Rhodes, the founder of the old British South
Africa Chartered Company, and one of the earliest prophets of a
united South Africa under British domination. That dream has
partially come true. The different chartered companies and the
former Boer republics and the Kaffir and Zulu nations are now all
of them part of the Union of South Africa which was proclaimed
in 1910. But as the Boer element which lives in the country dis-
tricts seems to be gaining on the English element which has been
chiefly attached to the cities, there is a violent struggle going on
to decide which of the two rival elements shall be the dominant
factor. By way of compromise, Capetown has been made the place
where the Parliament of the Union meets, but Pretoria, the old
capital of the Transvaal Republic, has been promoted to act as the
seat of the Government
As for the two unusually large remnants of the ancient Portu-
guese Empire which continue to separate the Union of South